Saturday 7th November 2009

Oxted Vets 
3
 Tunbridge Wells 
2

 

Skipper Mark Wallace was really fired up for this fixture, challenging his team to produce the kind of performance that would ensure victory against a strong Tunbridge Wells side. For 68 minutes of the match, this is exactly what he got, as apart from the defence being slow to get a proper structure in place early on, Oxted were mostly dominant. Unfortunately, goals were conceded in the first and last minutes, giving the final scoreline a more flattering look than Tunbridge Wells probably deserved.

After the shock of conceding the early goal, Oxted took the game to Tunbridge Wells with Terry Higgs and Steve Douty causing problems down both wings. Oxted pressure eventually told with Andy Duncan scoring from open play and Terry Higgs firing home from a short corner. 2-1 at half time. 

The second half continued where the first left off with Mark Wallace and Simon Pugh dominating the midfield, and John Speirs, Malcolm Field, and goalkeeper Martin Howgate dealing efficiently with Tunbridge Wells occasional forays forward. Numerous chances were created, but none taken until Terry Higgs and Mark Wallace combined superbly to leave Wallace in space in front of goal, and a cool finish put Oxted 3-1 up. Thus it remained, until a late strike, probably combined with some neat footwork, gave Tunbridge Wells a late consolation. According to team statistician Mike McGhee, this result means that Oxted have gone a full 12 months since suffering their last league defeat, long may the run continue.

 

Team: Howgate, Conquest, Sabin, Speirs, Field, Greenwood, Foggin, Pugh, Wallace, Trim, Douty, McGhee, Higgs, Duncan    Umpire: Novell

