Saturday 3rd October 2009

Sevenoaks Vets 
2 
 Oxted Vets 
2
 

A confident start by Oxted in their first Higgins London League match saw them controlling the ball and putting together a series of dangerous attacks, culminating with a great move which freed Terry Higgs at the top of the circle who then finished with power and accuracy. The next period of the game was dogged by a series of controversial umpiring decisions with penalty strokes and goals being awarded then rescinded, leading to more extra time at the end of the half than in a Manchester derby. It was during the course of these decisions that Oxted lost focus, compounded by injuries to Murray Novell and Martin Murch. It was therefore no great surprise when Sevenoaks equalised from a penalty corner, but Oxted led at the break after Terry Higgs restored the lead from a penalty stroke, this time awarded and taken without complaint or discussion. The second half was a different story altogether. An early injury to Neil Conquest, followed later by another to Nigel Francis, and with Terry Higgs struggling, a pain in the butt throughout, the pressure on the Oxted defence was relentless for a long period. However, stout work by John Speirs and some good saves by Martin Howgate kept the Oxted goal intact, and indeed late in the game Oxted broke their shackles and began creating chances again at the other end. However, in the dying minutes a penalty corner rebound from another save by Martin Howgate was tucked away to see the match finish all square. This was probably fair on the balance of play, and Oxted would like to thank the Sevenoaks players for the spirit in which the game was played, and for providing both umpires for the match. 
 

Oxted team: Howgate, Conquest, Sabin, Field, Speirs, Pugh, Wallace (c), Murch, Francis, Higgs, Duncan, Novell 
