26th September 2009

Guildford Vets 
3 
 Oxted Vets 
7

A warm day to start the season, but Oxted Vets started the match as if too many hours had already been spent in the sun. Guildford tried to take advantage of Oxted's slow start and applied constant pressure in the opening exchanges. Completely against the run of play Oxted broke away and scored courtesy of Terry Higgs in their first meaningful attack, closely followed by a second scored by Martin Murch with a reverse stick finish. Guildford replied when a defensive lapse allowed them in, and got another from a short corner before half time. However this latter goal was sandwiched between a classic short corner strike from Mike McGhee and a good goal scored by Simon Pugh following a fine move down Oxted's right flank.

Oxted were firmly in control as the second half developed, with solid play in defence by John Speirs and Malcolm Field snuffing out occasional Guildford forays and Pat Tory made a couple of decent saves when called upon. Oxted added to their lead with a fine flicked finish from Martin Murch, and then Nigel (is he injured or not?) Francis got in on the act with a powerful short corner strike. Despite Guildford clawing back another goal, the victory was secured when Terry Higgs scored again shortly before the end after an assist from Steve Douty who had only just returned to the fray after an involuntary rest.

Despite the slow start, Oxted can be very encouraged by the way in which the team performed with each player adding to a very solid team effort, although Simon Pugh and Martin Murch were probably competing for the man of the match honours. Our thanks to Guildford for making it such an enjoyable fixture and for providing both umpires.

Team: Tory, Conquest, Trim, Field, Speirs, Higgs, Pugh, Murch, McGhee, Novell, Douty, Francis

