Oxted Vets 4 Old Cranleighans Vets 1
The score line suggests an easy victory but this was far from the case.    From the start, OC's hounded Oxted when they were in possession, and for the first half of the game and more, Oxted performed very poorly. The defence was strangely nervy and diffident, making mistake after mistake, allowing OC's chances on goal, with sweeper Neil Conquest being most culpable. That being said, the defence's cause was not helped by a largely shapeless and anonymous midfield often gifting the ball to OC's, whilst the forward line was often static and hidden from receiving the ball. It was therefore somewhat surprising that Terry Higgs should open the scoring for Oxted, somewhat less so when keeper Martin Howgate joined the general ineptitude by diving over and around a slow moving deflection from a short corner allowing OC's to equalise.

Skipper Mark Wallace gave the Oxted team his version of the hairdryer treatment at half time, and changed the shape of the side. Slowly, this began to have an impact. Leading by example, Mark Wallace worked his socks off in the second half, allowing Oxted to dominate the midfield with Simon Pugh running the middle of the park and Paul Greenwood stretching the play down the right.
This midfield dominance took the pressure off Oxted's defence and allowed Oxted to create chances further forward. Not much was seen in the second half by OC's as an attacking force, and Oxted pressure eventually told when Jonathan Trim, who did well when coming on as a substitute, deflected in a shot to give Oxted the lead. As OC's tired, further goals were added by Terry Higgs and Steve Douty from a well worked short corner move.
A victory then, but Oxted need to keep reminding themselves that there is no substitute for hard work and commitment if they are to maintain their challenge for promotion.

Team: Howgate, Sabin, Oakes, Conquest, Field, Greenwood, Wallace, Pugh, Higgs, Douty, McGhee, Trim, Speirs

Umpire: Novell (with thanks)

Manager: Murch (thanks also)

