Saturday 10th October 2009

Oxted Vets 
5 
St Albans Praetorians 0

In a match well umpired by Murray Novell and Tim Riley, Oxted were once again slow out of the blocks and it took a while for the defence to organise themselves against early St Albans attacks, however Malcolm Field and debutant Richard Oakes dealt commandingly with everything that came their way, and the momentum slowly swung in Oxted's favour. Two goals in as many minutes, the first created by Terry Higgs for Andy Duncan, and then Terry finishing clinically when through on his own against the keeper, saw Oxted assume total control. By now, skipper Mark Wallace, who had an outstanding game, and Simon Pugh were bossing the midfield, and it was little surprise that Oxted went further ahead from a penalty stroke, scored economically by Terry Higgs, after a bruising shot from Mike McGhee was illegally stopped near the goal line.   3-0 to Oxted at half time.

The second half was completely dominated by Oxted, who in truth could and should have gone on and won more comfortably than they did. However, a combination of a poor final ball, great work by the St Albans keeper, and profligate finishing, restricted the final score to 5-0, Terry Higgs completing his hat-trick from a well hit short corner and Andy Duncan scrambling home his second of the afternoon to conclude the scoring.

Oxted squad: Howgate, Conquest, Speirs, Oakes, Field, Trim, Francis, Wallace (c), Pugh, Greenwood, Douty, Duncan, Higgs, McGhee 

