	Saturday 31st October 2009

	Surrey Ladies Hockey League: Division 1

	Oxted Ladies 1
	7
	v
	0
	Old Kingstonians 1

	Oxted came into the game against bottom of the league Old Kingstonians determined to showcase some of their best hockey and remain top of the league. 
 
The home team set the tempo early fighting for every ball and ensuring they were dominant from the beginning. It did not take long for the first goal to come when Amelia Lewis worked the ball from midfield, drove it up the right wing and crossed it to the waiting forward Vicky McKay who put the ball confidently into the net for the first goal. 
 
The next goal came soon after from another strong run up the right wing by Lewis. Both McKay and Katie Barker were in place to finish the job and the last touch fell to Barker, who gave Oxted their second goal. 
 
Old Kingstonians did not collapse and took the game to Oxted, who responded well to the pressure all over the pitch. Julia Axcell once again stepped into the central midfield role and gave the opposition a lesson in fitness and determination. She was flanked on either side by Penny Carolyn and Ellen Johnson who controlled the middle of the pitch for Oxted throughout the game. 
 
However, it was not all Oxted’s way and a fast break from Old Kingstonians saw the home side defending a short corner. It did not challenge the confident Oxted defense, who created an attack as Sam Dobson cleared the ball to player of the match Charlie Webb. Webb ran the ball and passed to Lewis, who made her signature impressive run up the right wing. Lewis was accompanied in the break by Barker, who got on the end of Lewis’s cross to put the ball through the keeper’s legs and put Oxted three goals up at half time. 
 
Despite being three goals to the good, Oxted came out fighting even harder in the second half, relaxed and confident in their hockey. They soon saw a fourth goal on the score sheet when Ruth Smyth fought from a long corner to set up McKay to slot the ball home. 
 
Oxted continued to dominate every area of the pitch, working the ball confidently up from the defense. Keeper Hepburn made some good saves, never looking out of her depth. McKay secured her hatrick and Oxted’s fifth midway through the second half converting another Smyth pass. 
 
Johnson worked hard to win an Oxted short corner, which was coolly converted by captain Mel Mercer with a straight strike from the top of the D. Dobson added herself to the score sheet not long after from another brilliant strike off a short corner to give Oxted a well earned seven goals and a big confidence boost. 
 
Saturday sees Oxted travel to Wanderers where they will be hoping for another strong performance to remain top of the league. 

	

	Team: – E Hepburn, M Mercer (c), S Dobson, S Davis, C Webb, J Axcell, E Johnson, P Carolyn, R Smyth, A Lewis, V McKay, K Barker

Man of the Match – Charlie Webb




