	Saturday 26th September

	Surrey Ladies Hockey League: Division 1

	Oxted 1
	2
	v
	1
	Guildford 

	

	The first game of the season proved the perfect beginning to Oxted’s league campaign with a solid win and three points to help the team move on from last year’s disappointments. 

Oxted opened as the stronger team with fluid play coming from the defence allowing the midfield and forwards to make their surging runs into the opposition D. A summer of fitness and several impressive pre season performances meant Oxted were full of confidence entering the game, which showed in their play. 

However, a determined Guildford team proved difficult to break through in the early passage of the game. Oxted did not let the pressure drop and continued working the ball across and up the pitch, beating the opposition to loose balls and frustrating Guildford into making mistakes. Lead by player of the match Sam Dobson the defensive unit of Mel Mercer, Charlie Webb and Gemma Chitty ensured Guildford attacks were channelled down the wings and broken down quickly. Webb faced some particularly determined onslaughts but Oxted’s new player proved up to the challenge. 

With both teams still to register on the scorecard at halftime it seemed the game was quite evenly matched and could turn on the smallest of opportunities. 

Both teams started the second half with determination but a series of Guildford short corners early on tested the Oxted defence once again. A powerful strike and deflection from Guildford put the visitors ahead and left Oxted with it all still to do. 

Unlike last year, Oxted did not let their heads drop and replied with surging runs into the opposition D by Kat Scheepers and Julia Axcell. Forwards Vicky McKay, Kat Barnard and Amelia Lewis created several scoring opportunities and forced the Guildford keeper to make some tricky saves as they continued to apply the pressure. 

The breakthrough came when Lewis picked up the ball outside the area and powered through Guildford’s defence. She reached the baseline and struck a beautiful shot from what looked like an impossible angle only to beat the keeper and bring the home side level. 

The tempo of the game did not drop and some impressive linking play between Webb and Ellen Johnson kept the ball moving in the right direction for Oxted. No fatigue showed in the Oxted team as they exploited Guildford’s mistakes to win another short corner. Dobson stepped up to take the strike that powered home to give Oxted the lead. 

A professional and disciplined last ten minutes ensured Oxted maintained their lead with Dobson and Mercer controlling play from the back. A hard fought and well deserved win for Oxted should give them confidence entering their first away game in Merton next week. 



	Team: E Hepburn, M Mercer (c), S Dobson, G Chitty, C Webb, J Axcell, L Nightingale, K Scheepers (c), E Johnson, V McKay, K Barnard, K Barker, R Smyth, A Lewis, P Carolan, L Leigh

Player of the Match: Sam Dobson


