OXTED HOCKEY CLUB

MATCH REPORT FOR LADIES 1ST XI

	Saturday 21st February 2009

	Surrey Ladies Hockey League: Premier Division

	Oxted 1
	4
	v
	0
	Wimbledon

	Oxted did not make it easy for themselves this week against a disciplined and strong Wimbledon side, although the home team’s grit and determination shone through to produce a convincing win in the end. 

Oxted started well and had the best of the early pressure but suffered a blow when a free hit taken by Mel Mercer was deflected by a Wimbledon player onto the head of Penny Carolyn. Carolyn was forced to see out the rest of the game from the sideline, leaving Oxted with only one substitute. 

Forwards Amelia Lewis and Vicky Mackay fought hard for possession and opened up the Wimbledon defence on several occasions but the final touch eluded their fellow forward Katie Barker and Oxted could not find a way to break through. 

However, they did not lose their heads and across the pitch Oxted worked tirelessly for the entire first half breaking down any Wimbledon attacks. Lisa Nightingale gave a strong and confident performance at left defence, a role she stepped into at the last minute, and the Oxted defence remained in control of the game. 

Oxted went into half time with the score still 0-0, something they are not used to this season, knowing they had 35 minutes to dominate and shape the game. However, they were not the only ones determined to make something of the fixture, as Wimbledon started the second half with drive and energy. 

Early into the second half, Lewis made her signature run up the right wing, beating several players along the way, and unleashing a powerful shot that looked to be heading straight into the back of the net, but a cracking save from the Wimbledon keeper kept the scores level and Oxted still looking for the breakthrough. 

As it started to seem it might not be Oxted’s day, player of the match Mercer picked up the ball on the half way line and ran it up the pitch. With a perfectly weighted ball she found Lewis, who took it onto her reverse and cleanly beat the keeper to finally give Oxted the lead they had been working for. 

The home team then settled slightly and continued to apply the pressure. The second goal came when Ruth Smyth and Kat Barnard simply would not give up the ball in the opposition D and forced the Wimbledon defence into making errors. Smyth put the ball away clinically in order to double Oxted’s lead. 

Determined to keep her goal tally high, Lewis did not give up after she had another shot saved by the keeper and she managed to connect with the rebound to give Oxted their third. 

As the game drew to a close, Barnard’s hard work was rewarded when she added her name to the score sheet with a beautifully struck shot from the edge of the D to beat the keeper and seal the win for Oxted.

The closeness of the player of the match votes after the game illustrated the team nature of the gritty Oxted performance that resulted in another important win for their bid to remain top of the league.



	Team: E Hepburn, S Davis, S Dobson, C Webb, L Nightingale, E Johnson, M Mercer (c), P Carolyn, R Smyth, A Lewis, V Mackay, K Barker, K Barnard

Player of the Match: Mel Mercer


