	Saturday 17th October 2009

	Surrey Ladies Hockey League: Division 1

	Tulse Hill & Dulwich
	1
	v
	5
	Oxted 1

	

	Oxted entered the clash with Tulse Hill & Dulwich top of the league and three points clear of their closest challengers, however only three games into the season their coach urged some caution against overconfidence. 

TH&D came at Oxted in the first 15 minutes of the game and exposed the sluggish start of the away team. They challenged again and again down their right, keeping left mid Ellen Johnson and left back Mel Mercer busy in the opening period. A few early chances for TH&D kept the defence and keeper Hepburn on their toes, but Oxted dug in and a mixture of grit and luck kept the home team’s attacks at bay.

As the half drew on Oxted began to settle into their game and start moving the ball up the pitch. Julia Axcell, who stepped into the centre midfield role after co-captain Kat Scheepers was ruled out only the evening before the game, ran tirelessly to break up the TH&D play in the centre of the field. The defence, backed by player of the match Suzanne Davis, worked the ball round the back beautifully as Oxted began to play the hockey that has propelled them to an early top of the league. 

Although Oxted had begun to get the measure of the determined TH&D team, the home side continued to make strong attacks down both sides of the pitch and Oxted had created very few scoring chances of their own. The break came when forward Amelia Lewis won the ball close to the top of the D, stepped in and struck a beautiful ball straight past the keeper to put Oxted ahead. 

The half drew on and Oxted were still not confidently in control of the game as TH&D continued to threaten the Oxted goal. However, in a lapse of concentration from the TH&D defence, Lewis was gifted the ball in the opposition D and with a clinical finish she gave Oxted a 2-0 lead. 

The third goal came just minutes before half time, created by a strong run by mid Lisa Nightingale, who then passed the ball to Lewis. Lewis took the ball onto her reverse side and with a fantastically placed shot put the ball into the top right hand corner. Oxted went in at half time three goals up. 

Knowing TH&D would come out fighting, the Oxted team were keen to keep their concentration and increase their lead. However, TH&D showed they were determined to reopen the game with a goal five minutes into the half. Oxted responded with a series of short corners won by their hardworking forward line. The first strike from Mercer came agonisingly close but the second was slipped to Lewis, who had acres of space on the left and put the ball confidently into the back of the net. 

By this point Oxted looked fully in control and seemed to be enjoying the game. Forward Vicky McKay was rewarded for her tireless efforts with Oxted’s fifth goal when she slotted home a cross from Nightingale. 

A brilliant team effort saw Oxted to a solid win against a determined opposition and after a slow start. Hardworking performances from every member of the team will please their coach as the enter the well-deserved break. 



	Team: E Hepburn, M Mercer (c), S Dobson, S Davis, J Axcell, C Webb, L Nightingale, E Johnson, Ruth Smythe, A Lewis, V McKay, K Barnard, K Barker

Player of the Match: Suzanne Davis


