OXTED HOCKEY CLUB

MATCH REPORT FOR LADIES 1ST XI

	Saturday 14th November 2009

	Surrey Ladies Hockey League: Division 1

	Oxted 1
	3
	v
	0
	Cheam

	

	As Oxted took their positions this week to face mid-table Cheam the rain made it difficult to hear the opening whistle, however even this did not stop Oxted from putting on another strong and skilful performance. 

The opening fifteen minutes saw both teams attack through the middle of the pitch as they fought hard against the difficult weather conditions. Oxted faced a couple of determined early attacks from Cheam, who were helped by the fast pitch. However, the defence of Suzanne Davis, Sam Dobson, Charlie Webb and Julia Axcell cleared every ball confidently and let nothing through to trouble keeper Ellie Hepburn in the early stages. 

Some quick distribution from Mel Mercer and Ellen Johnson, who filled the central midfield role in the ongoing absence of Kat Scheepers, gave the Oxted forwards their own share of early breaks. Forward Amelia Lewis drove the ball up the right wing, passing three Cheam players as she went, although the finish eluded Oxted in the early stages of the game. 

The breakthrough came when, after a period of pressure from Oxted, Axcell worked the ball from the middle of the pitch and with a perfectly timed pass found forward Katie Barker at the top of the D. Barker then turned and struck through an overcrowded D to hit the backboard and put Oxted ahead. 

The home team then continued to apply the pressure until they won their first short corner of the game just before half time. Mercer struck the ball cleanly to beat the keeper and afford Oxted a two goal advantage as they went in for the break. 

The weather showed no signs of relenting during the second half and now Oxted were forced to fight even harder as they ran into the wind. However, this did not lessen their determination as they showcased their superior fitness to win most of the 50/50 balls. Forwards Vicky Mackay and Kat Barnard continued to work back to support their midfield teammates and create opportunities of their own. 

Lewis sealed the victory for Oxted halfway through the second half as she once again charged up the pitch to find herself top D, where she struck the ball perfectly to beat the keeper and give Oxted a well-deserved third goal. 

Despite the scoreline and the deteriorating weather Cheam did not give up, and Hepburn made some skilful saves in the wet. The away team found it increasingly difficult to keep their frustrations contained and the end of the game proved slightly tense at times. 

Another strong performance in less than ideal conditions means Oxted remain top of the league with three games to go until the Christmas break. 



	Team: E Hepburn, M Mercer (c), S Dobson, S Davis, J Axcell, C Webb, L Nightingale, E Johnson, P Carolyn, A Lewis, V Mackay, K Barnard, K Barker, R Smyth

Player of the Match: ?


