	Saturday 12th October 2009

	Surrey Ladies Hockey League: Division 1

	Oxted 1
	3
	v
	0
	Richmond

	

	This week saw Oxted face top of the league side Richmond in their toughest game of the season so far. 

Richmond set the tempo of the game extremely high in the first fifteen minutes, testing Oxted’s fitness from the forward line back to the defence, but Oxted proved up to the challenge. Each surging attack made by the away side was neutralised and they found it increasingly difficult to break through the disciplined Oxted defence. 

Every ball was contested fiercely by both teams with neither giving anything away in the D in the early portion of the game. Some determined play up the left wing by Ellen Johnson won Oxted their first short corner, but the Richmond defence cleared the straight strike to turn the Oxted advantage into a Richmond attack. Oxted won another short corner shortly after but again Richmond managed to clear the ball without Oxted placing too much pressure on the keeper. 

In a game that saw the ball shoot from end to end throughout the first half, Oxted then found themselves having to defend a Richmond short corner. The defensive unit of Sam Dobson, Mel Mercer, Julia Axcell and Susanne Davis, backed up by keeper Ellie Hepburn, coolly kept out the attack as the clock ticked down towards half time. 

The Oxted breakthrough came minutes before the break when Amelia Lewis picked up the ball on the half way line and drove determinedly up the right wing. Lewis spotted fellow forward Kat Barnard in position in the D and Barnard finished perfectly to slot the ball home to put Oxted ahead. Just seconds later the half time whistle went and the momentum was with the home team. 

The second half started as fast as the first but Oxted looked fully in control of the game, with the determined midfield of Kat Scheepers, Lisa Nightingale and Ellen Johnson dominating the middle of the pitch. Oxted won another short corner and, knowing there was space to play with on the left, slipped the ball to Lewis who slammed it home to put Oxted two goals up. 

Richmond did not give up the fight and tested keeper Hepburn on several occasions, however Hepburn kept another clean sheet with some dynamic saves and a cool head. Oxted sealed the victory with another short corner slotted home by Dobson to secure the win. As the end of the game drew closer, the Oxted attacks kept coming and even saw runs from defenders Mercer and Webb result in shots on goal. 

Another strong team performance puts Oxted top of the league and full of confidence for a tough away game against Tulse Hill & Dulwich next week. 



	Team: E Hepburn, M Mercer (c), S Dobson, S Davis, J Axcell, C Webb, L Nightingale, K Scheepers (c), E Johnson, P Carolan, A Lewis, V McKay, K Barnard, K Barker

Player of the Match: Sam Dobson


