Saturday 13th February 2010

Oxted Moonshiners 2 
St Albans Emperors 
1
This much anticipated clash between the top two sides in the league did not disappoint. St Albans were unbeaten in all competitions this season coming into the game and had inflicted Oxted's only league defeat to date.

The game settled into a pattern early on with Oxted dominating possession but finding it impossible to score due to a combination of brave blocking by the defence and good saves by the St Albans keeper, although one goal bound attempt by Simon Pugh looked as if it was going to break the deadlock until Terry Higgs got his foot in the way. 
St Albans were relying upon fast breakaways and indeed the best chance of the half fell to them following an error in the Oxted defence, but the flick went wide of the open goal.

The second half continued much in the vein of the first, however it was another Oxted defensive error that led to St Albans opening the scoring. Martin Murch was caught in possession in the Oxted circle and this presented their centre forward with a simple conversion. There were a couple more hair-raising errors at the back from Oxted around this period but none of these were to prove costly. Otherwise, constantly being driven forward by Mark Wallace, Simon Pugh, and Jon Lenihan, Oxted kept creating chances, but just when it seemed that the excellence of the St Albans keeper might deny Oxted all afternoon, a series of ricochets saw the ball drop to Simon Pugh at the top of the circle, and he finished with an emphatic volley. Surely Oxted would now be content with a draw? Not a bit of it. Again and again Oxted came forward, and with 6 minutes to go, after good work down the right by Si Willson, Terry Higgs put Oxted ahead from close range for the first time in the match. In truth, Oxted then held on with relative comfort for a crucial and deserved victory against a good team. With just 4 games to go, the destiny of the league title is in Oxted's hands.

Team: Howgate, Lenihan, Speirs, Trim, Murch, Wallace, Pugh, Greenwood, Francis, Douty, Higgs, Novell, Willson      Umpires: Conquest, Adamson R

