Saturday 16th January 2010

St Albans Praetorians 1 

Oxted Moonshiners 7

 
Funny old game hockey. In a game of two halves on Saturday, Oxted were collectively as sick as a parrot in the first, yet over the moon in the second.

Oxted were certainly not at their cohesive and confident best during the first half at St Albans and conceded the game's first goal. That being said, the Oxted defence controlled the St Albans forward line for the vast majority of the game, and indeed went through the whole match without conceding a penalty corner. Going forward, Oxted were creating chances, more so with the introduction of man of the match Paul Greenwood to the fray midway through the half. However, the chances created were spurned, and it was obvious to all that Santa had not as hoped given Terry Higgs a barn door to practice shooting against.

The mantra at half time was patience, and goals will come. They certainly did, with tiring St Albans legs becoming torn apart, particularly through the combination of Paul Greenwood, Martin Murch and Steve Douty down Oxted's right. In the end Oxted ran out 7-1 winners with goals, many of which were from top quality team moves, being scored by Terry Higgs(4), Jonathan Trim, Steve Douty, and a solo effort from debutant Mike Adamson.

Oxted have some big league encounters looming, but for now are taking it one game at a time.

Team: Howgate, Conquest, Sabin, Speirs, Trim, Murch, Pugh, Greenwood, Adamson, Novell, Higgs, Douty

