OXTED HOCKEY CLUB

MATCH REPORT FOR LADIES 1ST XI

	Saturday 28th and Sunday 29th November 2009

	Surrey Ladies Hockey League: Division 1  

England Hockey Knockout Competitions Women’s Vase
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	This weekend was to test the extent of Oxted’s fitness with two games in two days; the first a league game against a confident and physical Woking side and the second a must-win cup-tie against Phoenix and Ranelagh. 

Saturday saw Oxted travel to Woking and face not only a physical opposition but a pitch that left much to be desired. Oxted started sluggishly and looked unable to get into the game. Contending with illness and injury, the side was slightly depleted and found it difficult to make anything of their chances in the first half. 

Oxted went in at half time 0-0 for the second week in a row, but some gentle reminders from their coach to play simple hockey seemed to inspire the team to pick up the tempo in the second half. Lead by the Waitrose player of the match Vicky Mackay, Oxted moved the ball around with more confidence in the early stages of the second half and were unlucky to not be a goal to the good after a shot from forward Kat Barnard was saved off the line. 

Mackay was the one to win the well-deserved breakthrough when she cleanly slotted home a pass from fellow forward Amelia Lewis to give Oxted the lead. This seemed to settle the away team, who grew in confidence from that point. 

The defensive unit of Suzanne Davis, Sam Dobson, Charlie Webb and Julia Axcell showed once again why they are the best in the league with strong tackles, most notably from Davis, and many calm clearances to keep Oxted ahead. Keeper Hepburn dealt with everything thrown at her with ease and confidence, as she has all season. 

Oxted’s hardworking midfield and forward lines found it difficult to penetrate the Woking defence, but much running and effort until the end saw Oxted rewarded with a short corner. Dobson stepped up to power the straight strike into the D, where it was deflected by a Woking player into the net. A gritty performance gave Oxted another vital three points in their quest to remain top of the league and one step ahead of their nearest challengers Guilford. 

After a tough and physical game on Saturday, Oxted went into their knock-out Cup game knowing anything less than their best would see them out of the competition in only the second round. The whole team stepped up to the mark superbly and instead of letting their slight fatigue hold them back, they let the ball do the work to showcase some great hockey. 

Oxted’s first goal came just six minutes into the first half when Lewis drove the ball to the baseline and found Barnard waiting to power the shot home. The majority of the early possession was Oxted’s and it looked like the goals were to come flooding. However, the P&R keeper was agile and quick, saving four strikes in a row from Oxted’s top goal scorer Lewis. 

What had started as a bright game became more frustrating for Oxted as they could not seem to beat the keeper. Strikes from Barker and midfielder Lisa Nightingale were both saved skilfully and P&R absorbed the Oxted pressure. 

However, Oxted began to let the ball work for them, moving it up the line with one touch passes between players as opposed to running it alone and the second goal soon came. Mackay, who looks more determined every game to put her name on the scoresheet, found the backboard for the second time in two days. 

The second half saw Oxted really find their form with another cracking strike from Barnard putting them three goals up. Nightingale was the next to beat the keeper with a reverse sweep that found the gap between the goalie and the post. 

Constant hard work from the whole Oxted team meant they never let up the pressure on the P&R defence. Waitrose player of the match Ellen Johnson controlled the middle of pitch with ease and assurance, distributing the ball into space across the field. 

Lewis continued to cause havoc as she stormed up the right wing and eventually managed to connect with Barker, who put home Oxted’s fifth. Still determined to score herself, Lewis kept firing them in until one was saved off the line by a P&R’s players foot. The umpire had no hesitation giving the penalty flick, which was taken by Webb who slotted the ball into the left hand corner. 

With just minutes to go Lewis made one more run up the wing and this time managed to beat the keeper with a stinging shot to leave Oxted with a convincing seven nil victory and safely into the third round of the cup. 

The two wins will boost Oxted’s confidence as they go into their final league game before the Christmas break and possibly their toughest game so far, Guilford away. 



	Team: E Hepburn, M Mercer (c), S Dobson, S Davis, J Axcell, C Webb, L Nightingale, E Johnson, A Lewis, V Mackay, K Barnard, K Barker, R Smyth, L Shaill

Waitrose Player of the Match: Vicky Mackay and Ellen Johnson


