OXTED HOCKEY CLUB

MATCH REPORT FOR LADIES 1ST XI

	Saturday 5th December 2008

	Surrey Ladies Hockey League: Division 1

	Guilford
	1
	v
	1
	Oxted 1

	

	The last game before the Christmas break saw Oxted face their toughest challenge of the season so far, Guilford away. Both teams are fighting for promotion so the tension going into the game was high. 

Guilford started brightly and did not allow Oxted any time to settle into the challenges presented by the spongy, water-based pitch. The home team moved the ball around fluidly as they attempted to show Oxted they were serious challengers for the top league spot. 

However Guilford did not manage to take advantage of any of their early possession, the Oxted defence was too strong to allow them to pose any real threat. Oxted soon managed to find the spaces left by a surging Guilford team and the away side began to grow in confidence. 

A strong run by midfielder Lisa Nightingale brought the ball from deep in the Oxted half to the top of the Guilford D. Nightingale then found Kat Barnard, who put all her energy behind a diving shot to score for Oxted. Unfortunately for Oxted the Guilford umpire disallowed the goal in the first of many highly dubious decisions. 

Frustrations rose as Oxted felt unfairly victimised as decision after decision went against them. Central defender Sam Dobson was particularly riled as her signature strong tackles were blown up again and again as fouls. In the absence of both of Oxted’s captains, Ellen Johnson stepped up to the mark and managed to keep the team under control and still firmly in the game. 

Dobson managed to channel her frustrations into creating the breakthrough for Oxted. She surged up from defence to find herself at the top of the D and, with her sights clearly set on goal, she turned to power a strike home.

As the first half drew on Oxted won more of the possession as they committed fully to taking control of the game. Amelia Lewis made several runs up the right wing to create opportunities for Oxted and at one stage found herself free on goal. However, she had her legs taken from under her by an extremely unsporting tackle, and once again Oxted felt unlucky to not be awarded a penalty. 

Guilford were still very much in the game as they won a series of short corners. They managed to beat keeper Hepburn in a well-worked move that she could do little about and that left the teams level at half time. 

As the game drew on there was no easing of the pressure or the tension from either side. Oxted worked tirelessly to keep their cool and find the breakthrough that would win them the game but on this occasion they could not. 

A gutsy and dedicated team performance ensured that Guilford could not find a winner either and Oxted can be proud to take a point away from a game that was difficult for several reasons. Oxted enter the Christmas break unbeaten for half a season and on top of the league, a positions they have no intention of relinquishing. 



	Team: E Hepburn, S Davis, S Dobson, C Webb, J Axcell, L Nightingale, E Johnson, P Carolyn, V Mackay, K Barnard, A Lewis, K Barker, S Nuness

Waitrose player of the Match: ??


