OXTED HOCKEY CLUB

MATCH REPORT FOR LADIES 1ST XI

	Saturday 27th February 2010

	Surrey Ladies Hockey League: Division 1

	Oxted 1
	4
	v
	2
	Wanderers

	

	With promotion already secured for Oxted, the home team faced a potentially difficult match against a determined Wanderers side who are also looking to go up. 

Both teams started brightly as Oxted, resolute to see out the season unbeaten, took the game to Wanderers. However, the away side matched Oxted’s enthusiasm and effort, making for an exciting game. 

The early pressure came from skilful breaks from Oxted’s forward and midfield line, who exposed the space left by a surging Wanderers team. Oxted’s top scorer Amelia Lewis was first to break the deadlock when she drove the ball to the baseline, shot from a seemingly impossible angle and beat the keeper to put Oxted ahead. 

But Wanderers did not stop pushing, and not long after Oxted had taken the lead the away side managed to slip one past keeper Ellie Hepburn in a scramble that brought the scores level. 

Oxted did not allow this to fluster them and with the cool determination they have shown all season, soon took the lead again. A strong midfield line of Penny Carolyn, Mel Mercer and Lisa Nightingale fought for every lose ball and kept the play in the attacking half. Lewis once again drove the ball up the right wing and found waiting forward Vicky Mackay, whose clinical finish slammed the ball home. 

Half time was a welcome break for a hardworking Oxted squad who were low on numbers but more than making up for it in effort. However, Wanderers looked the more determined side at the beginning of the second half and a contentious goal early after the restart once again drew the scores level. 

Oxted were tested all across the pitch as the game grew closer, but they stepped up to the challenge and continued to play some superb hockey. The never tiring legs of Julia Axcell saw her dominate the defensive left and link well with equally hardworking Nightingale. Forward Kat Barnard made run after run to break up the Wanderers press and make the space needed for Oxted to continue to attack. 

Barnard’s effort was rewarded when a goal line scramble saw her shot saved off the line by the Wanderers keeper’s back stick, giving Oxted a penalty flick. Captain and Waitrose player of the match Mercer stepped up to take the flick and scored as she drove the ball through the keeper’s legs.

Sam Dobson and Suzanne Davis, backed by the consistently good saves of Hepburn, controlled the Oxted defence to ensure Wanderers were not allowed to pose any serious threat as the game drew on. 

Oxted closed the game off to Wanderers in a professional manner, playing simple balls and keeping their work rate as high as in the first minutes of the game. Mercer won the ball in the middle of the pitch to turn a Wanderers attack into a chance for Oxted. She slotted the ball through to Katie Barker, who took it around the Wanderers defender and pushed it through into an empty D. Barnard jumped on the ball and beat the keeper to secure the win for Oxted. 

Despite not needing another point from the league, Oxted gave everything in a performance they can be proud of to once again secure a win. Next week sees them face a strong Cheam side away from home in another test of character. 



	Team: E Hepburn, M Mercer (c), S Dobson, S Davis, J Axcell, L Nightingale, P Carolyn, A Lewis, V Mackay, K Barnard, K Barker, R Smyth

Waitrose Player of the Match: Mel Mercer


