OXTED HOCKEY CLUB

MATCH REPORT FOR LADIES 1ST XI

	Saturday 13th February 2010

	Surrey Ladies Hockey League: Division 1

	Oxted
	2
	v
	1
	Merton

	

	Oxted took the pitch on a freezing Saturday morning this week knowing a single point would guarantee them promotion next season back into the Surrey Premiership. However, a win was far from assured against-second bottom Merton who are fighting for league survival. 

The game began brightly despite the freezing conditions and Oxted were quick to break up any Merton attacks through the middle. It was a nervy start from Merton, with the defence gifting balls to Oxted’s forwards in the first five minutes. The best early chance came when Oxted’s top scorer Amelia Lewis charged down a Merton defender, stole the ball and drove it alone into the D. Only a gutsy run from the Merton keeper stopped Lewis putting Oxted ahead. 

However, as the game progressed Oxted seemed to lose momentum and Merton saw their chance to take the game to the home side. Merton looked by far the more determined team as they charged into every tackle and increased the pressure across the pitch.

A fine performance from Oxted’s defence showed they were more than up to the challenge posed by Merton’s forwards. They defended a series of short corners valiantly although struggled to find their team-mates in the middle of the pitch as Merton pressed them in. 

When Oxted did have the ball they managed to create some convincing attacks. Kat Barnard and Lewis linked well up the right wing and Oxted’s patience and determination paid off when Lewis drove the ball into the D and cracked it goal bound. The Merton keeper managed to get a foot to the ball but Katie Barker was waiting on the post to slot it home and put Oxted a goal up. 

Oxted’s coach was glad to get his team in for a half time talk to give them the motivation they seemed to be lacking to stay ahead in the game. Both teams started the second half well, but Oxted were still missing the sparkle that had set them aside in the league so far. 

Waitrose player of the match Penny Carolyn led the way for Oxted putting in strong tackle after strong tackle across the middle of the pitch to successfully break down Merton’s attacks. Fellow midfielders Ellen Johnson, Mel Mercer and Lisa Nightingale also put the leg work in to keep Oxted in the game. 

Merton refused to give up and found a way through the Oxted defence mid way through the second half. Although Oxted managed to successfully clear the initial short corner, Merton scrambled the rebound home to draw the scores level. 

A nervous ten minutes followed the Merton goal but Oxted did not allow them to get too close again. 

Although a point would suffice to win the league, Oxted have not got to this stage in the season being content with a draw and this character showed in the final stages of the game. They patiently built attacks from the defence and their persistence eventually paid off when a brilliant ball from Johnson whipped through a crowded D to find forward Ruth Smyth. Smyth slammed the ball past the keeper into the left hand corner of the goal to secure the win for Oxted. 

This win, although not the most straightforward of the season, was one of the sweetest as it ensured promotion with four games still left to play. Oxted can once again be proud of a gutsy performance and a brilliant season that has only see them drop two points in the league. Despite having the league already won, Oxted plan to finish the season as unbeaten champions. 



	Team: E Hepburn, M Mercer (c), S Dobson, S Davis, J Axcell, C Webb, S Nunes, L Nightingale, E Johnson, P Carolyn, A Lewis, K Barker, R Smyth, K Barnard

Waitrose player of the Match: Penny Carolyn


